
As January arrives so does Catholic Schools 
Week. This provides us with a wonderful op-
portunity to celebrate our school, and renew 
our commitment to faith based education. As 
children socialize with public school counter-
parts, they are often drawn to the “freedom” 
other schools seem to offer. Parents too, may 
sometimes wonder if a bigger school has more 
to offer their child. 

Our commitment to raising moral children in a 
complex, confusing world, is what brings us 
together. Our values based education, weekly  
liturgies, and community service reinforce the 
values our families hold dear. Your child can 
only benefit from having a faith centered 
school experience as she moves from early 
childhood through the sometimes tumultuous 
adolescent years. As your child develops the 
attitudes and values that will carry her 
through life, sharing a values-infused environ-
ment with classmates will help your child 
strengthen her relationship with God, her fami-
ly, and her peers.  

  Academically there are many advantages 
to keeping your student at KCS. Our Pre-K  
students are given a gentle, kind start to the 
world of formal education. Kindergarteners, 
using a wide variety of learning  modalities, 
begin to decode words around this time of 
year. This is a significant step in beginning 
to read. Students in grades 1 experience 
many opportunities for math in a  student 
centered, hands-on, technology infused class-
room. All of our Pre-K - kindergarteners 
spend their days in center based instruction 
that allows for small group and one-on-one 
time with their teachers and our TA’s.  

Students in grades 1-8 utilized a Blended 
Learning model for their core subjects. All 
students in grades PK-8 study Spanish with 
Senora Gould and Senora Gonzalez.             

Qualifying students have the opportunity to 
take Integrated  Algebra (Math 9), Regents 
American History, and 9th grade Earth Sci-
ence, and sit for the Regents exams in June. 
98% of our students passed the Regents 

exams last June. Additionally, our students out 
score all of their public school counterparts on 
the NYS exams.   

KCS also offers Health, Writers Workshop, Public 
Speaking, our empathy education program, dance, 
musical theater, soccer & basketball, choir, instru-
mental music, STEM opportunities, National Junior 
Honor Society, coding and chess clubs, as well as 
many other extra curricular activities, and a 
daily extended day program.    

Our class size range of 21-34 students  provides 
plenty of opportunity for positive socialization as 
well as individual attention and support. When 
larger classes are necessary, experienced teaching 
assistants provide a productive student to adult 
ratio in the classroom. 

Another important KCS goal is to help students 
understand the importance of  service to others. 
Our students are given numerous opportunities to 
provide valuable service to their community. 
Knowledge, community, service & faith just some 
of the many reasons for choosing a Kingston 
Catholic education.    

  From Mrs. Albert’s Desk      January 2019 

Kingston Catholic School 

The feast of the Epiph-
any of the Lord, tradi-
tionally occurs on Jan-
uary 6 following the 
twelve days of Christ-
mas. The Epiphany 
commemorates three 
scriptural events: the 
visit of the Magi to the 
stable of Bethlehem 
following the nativity 
of Jesus, Christ's Bap-
tism in the Jordan, and 
his first miracle at the 
wedding feast at  
Cana. Happy Little 
Christmas to all! 

Here’s to a “Techie” New Year! 

While our student’s learn-
ing experiences at King-
ston Catholic are technol-
ogy rich, they are about to 
become even more so in 
the New Year! The cur-
rent generation of stu-
dents are often referred 
to as “digital natives” be-
cause they were practical-
ly born with a device in 
hand. This level of expo-
sure makes them highly 
competent in today’s 
techie world. 
To capitalize on this stu-
dent competency, the 
Archdiocese and KCS have 
invested in technology 
resources to help ensure 

buildings. These up-graded 
networks include both nec-
essary infrastructure and 
on-going tech support. Ad-
ditionally, as you may 
know, over 200 Chrome-
books were added to our 
schools. Students in grades 
PK-8 use the Chromebooks 
daily for  Blended Learning, 
skills review and practice, 
research, and more. We 
also installed ten smart 
TV’s for presentations, en-
hancing instruction, and 
viewing content from a va-
riety of educational sources 
including Discovery Educa-
tion, PBS, and the History 
Channel. 

Speaking of Discovery Education, 
our 5-8th graders utilize a science 
tech book that features embedded 
labs, videos, and tutorials. Our 
eighth grade science students will 
be the first to pilot our new virtual 
reality goggles come February.  
They will join Mrs. Balcanoff on this 
virtual expedition to learn many 
new things using this exciting new 
technology. Once the pilot is com-
plete, the goggles can be used in 
other grades and in other content 
areas.  
Across town at the elementary 
school, kindergarten has been busy 
working with their Dash & Dot Ro-
bot. The students are learning basic 
coding, programming and other 
simple functions.  According to Mrs. 
Geskie, the kindergarten students 
are highly intrigued by this new 
addition to their classroom!  
 

Celebrating Catholic Schools 



   Gratitude for Generous Hearts 
  Our KCS parents, families, alumni, & 
friends have been busy, busy bees 
when it comes to fundraising. The fall 
fundraisers included the Yankee Can-
dle, the Auction, Pancake Breakfast, the 
Scrip fundraiser, 5 Guys, The Candy 
Cane Shoppe, a pie sale, a cookie sale 

& our Barnes & Noble book fair.  

   You might be asking yourself, “ So 
now that we have raised these funds, 
where will they go?”  Unless otherwise 
stated on fundraiser information, all 
monies raised during this school year 
will be used to fulfill the fundraising 
commitment to our school’s annual 
budget. The KCSFO’s commitment to 
this year’s school budget is $57,000.00. 
The KCSFO recently transferred the 

first $25,000 of this commitment to 
the school’s operating account. While 
this is an amazing start, and the re-
flection of much hard work, there is 
still more to do. An additional 
$32,000.00 is needed to meet our 
goal. If you have not had the oppor-
tunity to get involved, please be sure 
to attend our KCSFO meeting on 
January 10th at 6:30 at the Middle 

School Campus.  

Once we reach this goal, any additional 
monies will be used toward enrichment 
materials, technology, assemblies, play-
ground equipment, and for special events 
for the students that are not part of our 
school budget or funded with public 

school monies.  

   As the saying goes, “Many hands make 
light work!” So, if you haven’t joined us 
yet, its not too late. Thank you to all of our 
families who work tirelessly to support our 

school! 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE PENCIL  
The Pencil Maker took the pencil aside, just before putting him into the box. There are five things you need to know, he 

told the pencil, before I send you out into the world. Always remember them and never forget, and you will become the 

best pencil you can be.  

You will be able to do many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in Someone's hand.  

You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, but you'll need it to become a better pencil.  

You will be able to correct any mistakes you might make.  

The most important part of you will always be what's inside.  

On every surface you are used on, you must leave your mark. No matter what the condition, you must continue to 

write. 

The pencil understood and promised to remember, and went into the box with purpose in its heart.  

Now replacing the place of the pencil with you; always remember them and never forget, and you will become the best 

person you can be.  

You will be able to do many great things, but only if you allow yourself to be held in God's hand. And allow other hu-

man beings to access you for the many gifts you possess.  

You will experience a painful sharpening from time to time, by going through various problems, but you'll need it to 

become a stronger person.  

You will be able to correct any mistakes you might make.  

The most important part of you will always be what's on the inside.  

On every surface you walk through, you must leave your mark. No matter what the situation, you must continue to do 

your duties. 

By understanding and remembering, let us proceed with our life on this earth having a meaningful purpose in our heart.  

~~ Author Unknown ~~ 



 

 

 

KINGSTON CATHOLIC HOT LUNCH MENU 

Week of January 7, 2019              
 

 

 
NAME(S) & GRADE(S) ___________________________________________________ 
 

MONDAY 

Pizza, 

Veggie, Dessert 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 

Yogurt,  

Veggie, Dessert 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TUESDAY 

Turkey Sub, 

Veggie, Dessert 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

Yogurt, 

Veggie, Dessert 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Pulled Pork, 

Veggie, Dessert 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

Yogurt, Veggie, 

Dessert 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THURSDAY 

Chicken Tenders, 

Veggie, Dessert 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------- 

Bagel W/Cream Cheese 

Veggie, Dessert 

FRIDAY 

Pizza, 

Veggie, Dessert 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

Yogurt,  

Veggie, Dessert 
 

 

 Each lunch is $4.50.  

 Please remember to put your child’s name and grade on this menu.   

 Please remember to include your check.                                                            
A second slice of pizza may be ordered along with the first for an extra $1.00 (unfortunately the 

“seconds for a dollar” option is not available with any other lunch). 

 

LUNCH MENU MUST BE IN BY FRIDAY MORNING ALONG WITH PAYMENT – 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION Lunch menus will not be accepted on 

Monday morning so please plan accordingly. 

 
                    The monthly menu can be found at www.kingstoncatholic.org 



     
 

KINGSTON CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE FOR EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM 

 

FAMILY NAME _________________________________________ 

   January 7, 2018 

WEEK OF  ______________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian - kindly indicate in the appropriate box name, 

grade and pick-up time. 
 

Please X the days you need aftercare. 
Child’s Name & Grade        Mon.            Tues.           Wed.          Thurs.         Fri. 

RETURN TO SCHOOL BY  Friday ALONG WITH PAYMENT.  

 

PARENT SIGNATURE  _____________________________________ 

For those parents who need a receipt other than your check, fill in the form below and tear it 

off for your records.  This will serve as your receipt for the aftercare program: 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Kingston Catholic School Aftercare Receipt 

 

Family Name:  _________________________________  Child’s Name:  ______________________ 

 

Week Of:  ____________________________   # of Days Used:  ________________________ 

 

Amount Paid:  _________________________    ________Cash     _______Check (Check #:  _____   

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

Pick up time 

 

 

     



Please Join Us For the January KCS 

 FAMILY ASSEMBLY
                                             

 

 

            

 

 

Friday, January 4th  

after drop-off 

†   8th Grade will lead us in prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance and singing the 

school song, Knowledge, Community, Service 

† 6th Grade – will present the next 2 Healthy Habits from The Leader In Me 

† 5th Grade will read aloud about New Year’s Traditions 

† Kindergarten will lead us in a “Happy New Year” Countdown 

† We will all join Mr. K in signing Auld Lang Syne 

 

THEN IT’S OFF TO MASS!!! 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

You’re Invited! 
 

KCSFO MEETING 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10th, 2019, 6:30-7:30 PM 

235 WALL STREET, KINGSTON NY 12401 
 

PLEASE COME JOIN US TO DISCUSS EVENTS, FUNDRAISERS AND MORE! 

 

CHILD CARE WILL BE AVAILABLE BY RESERVATION ONLY! 

 (PLEASE RETURN FORM BELOW BY 1/9 FOR CHILDCARE) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Children: _______________________________________________________________________ 





 

 

 

The Father- Daughter luau is just around the corner and the committee 

needs your help!  The following donations are requested: 

 

 Goldfish 

 Rice Krispy treats 

 Pretzels 

 Popcorn 

 Water bottles 

 Juice boxes 

All donations can be dropped off at the Wall Street campus by Friday 

January 11th. 

 

Volunteers are also needed to help set up on Saturday January 12th, at 

11am at the Wall Street campus.   

 

If you are available to help set up, or if you have questions about the 

event, please contact Melissa at mazimmer@hotmail.com 

 

Thank you! 

 

mailto:mazimmer@hotmail.com


Kingston Catholic School Family Organization 
Minutes of a Regular Meeting 
Thursday December 6, 2018 
 
A regular meeting of the Kingston Catholic School Family Organization (KCSFO) was held on Thursday, 
December 6

th
 at 6:30 pm. The meeting was held at the Wall Street campus, with Ms. Zimmer presiding. 

 
In attendance: Melissa Zimmer (President), Stacey Schuon (Vice-President) Mike  

Creeden (Treasurer), Christine Creeden (Secretary), Marie DiIulio 
(Faculty representative) Laura Geskie (Faculty representative)  

  *Additional committee chairs and parents also in attendance 
 
Excused:  Jodi Vines (Vice Principal) Bridget Lasecki (past President) 
 
 
Call to Order:  Melissa Zimmer called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Minutes:  Previous minutes have been reviewed and considered old business, with the exception of: 

• open board positions for next year 
• additional/alternative fundraisers and events which will remain in the works. 

 
Administration update:   
Mrs. Albert reported that there was an evacuation at the elementary school earlier that day due to sparks 
in the music room.  All students were quickly evacuated to the church while the fire department assessed 
the situation.  Students remained through the end of mass and returned to school.  An electrician found 
and repaired a short that caused the sparks.   
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
Mike reported that the current balance in our account is $33,193 and he will submit a payment in the 
amount of $25,000 to the operating account to fulfill a portion of our $57,000 fundraising obligation.   
 
Old Business: 

a) Pancake Breakfast:  The pancake breakfast was a great success with a profit of $3615 (less 
expenses of approximately $300 which have not yet been submitted).  So many students and 
parents pitched in to help the event run smoothly, and it is worth noting that 7

th
 grade Katie 

Sevilla did an outstanding job. Melissa will create a “server of the year” certificate to send home 
with her before break.  We saw an increase in vendors this year as well, which attributed to the 
festive feel and full room.  Melissa will follow up with the vendors to see how sales were.  The 
pancake breakfast committee will send out thank you cards for the donations received. 

b) Deisings Pie sale: A total of 71 pies were sold, with a profit of $387.  This was an easy fundraiser 
to put together and will be considered again next year. 

c) Christmas caroling: A group of approximately 30 carolers met in Woodstock again this year for 
caroling around town.  Though there was a great turn-out, the event was much earlier this year 
and interfered with the pancake breakfast set up which ran late.  The location in town was also 
different this year.  We are hoping for a better location and later start time for next year.  The 
KCSFO received $100 for participating.   

d) Five Guys: Community night at Five Guys made a profit of $427, and the check is being mailed to 
the Broadway campus. The Barnes and Noble book fair was also very well attended.  Marie will 
have more information on totals.  

e) Scrips:  Many participated in the Christmas Scrip sale, with net proceeds of $464.  Scrips will run 
again in the Spring. 
 

New Business/Upcoming Events: 
a) Father- Daughter Dance:  Plans are underway for this January 12

th
 event.  Alyson Reidy will 

chair, with the help of Bridget Lasecki.  Melissa will reach out to Regina Marcucci to see if she is 
willing to facilitate the planning.  A “save the date” will go out before Christmas break, and the 



RSVP form will be in the first weekly envelope of the New Year.  A request will also go out for 
donations and volunteers to help set up.  During this discussion there was a suggestion of having 
a family dance to include all parent figures and all children- possibly a “Spring Fling”. 

b) Candy Cane Shoppe:  This fundraiser/event is currently underway.  The elementary students 
shopped on Wednesday and Thursday and the middle school students will shop Friday.  Due to 
the brief evacuation there will be additional students shopping Friday and one or two volunteers 
are needed.   

f) Family Assembly, January: There will be another family assembly on the first Friday of January.  
A generic save the date will be sent out as the specific line up is still being decided upon. 

g) Coffee Hour, January:  Coffee hour will be held in January but it has not been decided yet if it will 
be held for specific grades, by building, or just an open forum.   

h) Field Day:  Due to scheduling conflicts there will not be a rain date for field day.   
i) Mother Son Event:  Regina Marcucci has been in contact with Patel’s Lanes to schedule a 

bowling event.  She has had difficulties reaching the owner to get on their schedule but will 
continue to work on this. 

j) Catholic Schools week: The KCSFO will hold the penny challenge during Catholic Schools week.  
Melissa and Alyson will coordinate the ice cream social, and request ice cream from Stewarts.   

k) Golf Tournament:  Tony Black is the chairperson for this event and is considering moving the 
location to Wiltwyck.  This topic is tabled until a date and location are set. 

l) Dinners & Community outreach:  
i) Chipotle:  Stacey has set us up on January 28

th
, during Catholic Schools week, from 4-8pm.  

A coupon will be supplied ahead of time to present at the register and KCS will receive 50% 
of the sales, (as long we have a minimum of $300 in sales).  

ii) Crazy Bowlz:  This restaurant would like to support us.  Melissa will work to schedule a date 
in February or March. 

iii) Advent projects:  All grades are currently collecting different items (pajamas, baby items, etc) 
iv) Peoples place:  New games are being collected for Peoples Place. 

 
 

New Ideas/Concerns: 
 

a) As discussed at the last meeting, the nurse at the Wall St. campus is part time, leaving those 
students without a nurse for the first few hours of each day.   Melissa will prepare a letter to be 
included in the weekly envelope, to make sure parents are aware of this lapse in coverage.  
Parents of children with medical needs should feel free to reach out to the KCSFO to help 
organize phone calls and letters to the City of Kingston school district.   

b) The possibility of a food truck fundraiser was mentioned- this needs to be discussed in more 
detail. 

c) Amazon Smile- Mike Creedon will see if there is an EIN number specific for Kingston Catholic 
School that can be used to register KCS with Amazon Smile, to receive a portion of sales.  The ID 
we currently have is a regional number.   

d) Giving Tuesday- Christine Creedon mentioned that facebook will match donations made on giving 
Tuesday if we complete the appropriate paperwork.   

e) The idea of a super raffle was discussed again tonight, with the Grand Prize being $5,000.  
Alyson Reidy will reach out to corporations looking for donations of second and third prizes.  The 
board will consider rolling this fundraiser out over the winter. 

f) Pasta Dinner- Linda weeks suggested contacting Dibella’s to see if they would be able to help us 
with a pasta dinner, possibly family style take-out.   
 

Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday January 10

th
, 2018 at 6:30pm, at the Wall Street Campus. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
The KCSFO 



 


