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Now that spring is upon us and our school 
communities are preparing for the coming 
Easter celebration, I’d like to update you on 
some of the exciting developments occurring 
across the archdiocese. We would not be able 
to report such outstanding progress without 
the treasured partnership and dedication 
of our parents and families who nurture 
the academic and spiritual instruction 
occurring in the classroom. On that note, 
accompanying this newsletter are two 
articles from The Catholic Educator which 
remind us that the gift of Catholic education 
is not only for students. Indeed, having 

a child enrolled in a Catholic school has 
encouraged countless parents to reconnect 
with their faith and re-experience the joy that 
comes with prayer, worship, and a personal 
relationship with Christ. I encourage you to 
read these testimonials in your spare time, 
and I hope that you will find them as inspiring 
as I did. Thank you for your continued 
partnership in Catholic education.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. McNiff, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools



STRENGTHENING OUR  
CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Our Catholic identity and the lessons 
of the Gospels drive the mission of 
our school system. As His Eminence 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan stated, 
children graduate from a Catholic 
school with an excellent education 
of the mind, but more importantly 
a formation of the heart and soul. 
This year, at the Cardinal’s directive, 
the Office of the Superintendent of 
Schools implemented a new chastity 
education program called the Love & 
Life Program for grades 7 and 8. This 
program educates students on the 
teachings of the Church concerning 
the value of the human person and 
the greatness of God’s call to love. 
It is a true partnership with you as 
parents and guardians,  
as well as an affirmation of the 
Church’s teaching that parents have 
the duty and the right to be the 
principal educators of their children. 
While the program is intended for 
7th and 8th graders, I encourage all 
of our parents to visit  
adnyloveandlifeprogram.blogspot.com  
to view these online resources and 
familiarize themselves with the 
components of the Love & Life 
Program that are meant to take place 
within the home and the family.

 

PROMOTING TECHNOLOGY-ENHANCED TEACHING & CURRICULUM

In October, our school system was honored by the National Catholic Education 
Association (NCEA) with their coveted Seton Award in recognition of the 
phenomenal innovations we are implementing to enhance teaching and learning. 
Two examples that illustrate this progress are (1) the refinement and growth of 
our blended learning program, and (2) the expansion of wireless internet access 
in schools across the archdiocese through the federal E-Rate program. With 
these technology improvements, our blended learning program, which started 
as a three school pilot program, has expanded to 26 schools. Blended learning 
is a cutting-edge Kindergarten-8th grade teaching approach that incorporates 
devices like iPads and Chromebooks to meet individual students’ academic 
needs. Our blended learning implementation has been so effective that even 
outside organizations are noticing our success. In December, St. Ann’s School in 
East Harlem received New York Family Magazine’s prestigious Blackboard Award 
for Outstanding Schools in recognition of the progress students have made with the 
blended learning curriculum, and on Staten Island, the Richmond County Savings 
Foundation generously awarded a $200,000 grant to help us expand the innovative 
teaching model to even more schools. 

Additionally, by applying for federal funding through the E-Rate program, our 
schools can see up to 90% of their monthly internet access expense and 85% 
of any wireless infrastructure installation reimbursed or reduced. By leveraging 
this program, we have expanded full wireless internet accessibility and deployed 
6,000 ChromeBooks to over 70 schools. This program will help us enhance 
student instruction and enrich learning experiences throughout the school system.

 



PREPARING OUR STUDENTS FOR CRITICAL STATE EXAMS

Spring’s arrival also means that the New York State Department of Education 
exams are upon us, and I am happy to report that the hard work of our students, 
principals, and faculty continues to shine through. This past year, our Catholic 
schools outperformed both New York City and New York State schools in English 
Language Arts (ELA) and also outperformed New York City schools in Math. 
Additionally, overall performance in both ELA and Math increased from 2015 to 
2016, particularly our students’ ELA scores, which saw a remarkable 10.1 percent 
increase! While concerns regarding the value of state testing have been expressed,  
I assure you that student participation in these assessments is vital to our schools 
for a number of key reasons:

Valuable performance data collected from state exams helps create 
individualized and customized instruction in the classroom, which can be 
tailored to address individual students’ strengths and weaknesses.

Elementary state exam participation cultivates mental stamina in our 
students, thus helping prepare them for the standardized exams they will 
inevitably face in high school and beyond, including the TACHS Exam, the 
SAT/ACT, and more.

All parents are encouraged to support their children as they take the  
New York State Exams. 

NEW EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES 
FOR OUR YOUNGEST LEARNERS

This year, Office of Early Childhood 
(OEC) introduced an engaging new 
approach to educating our youngest 
students called The Kindergarten 
Initiative. This station-based learning 
model continues the hands-on, 
experiential learning that children 
are introduced to in pre-school. The 
initiative personalizes the learning 
process for young students, and 
is grounded in academic studies 
confirming that young students learn 
better through interactive, play-based 
activities which encourage them 
to be self-directed and inquisitive 
learners. Currently, nineteen schools 
throughout the archdiocese employ 
The Kindergarten Initiative, and we are 
continuing to develop opportunities 
for our teachers to further expand and 
improve this early childhood program. 
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“ Children graduate from a 
Catholic  school with an  
 education of the mind, 
of course, but more 
importantly a formation 
of the heart and soul.”
— His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan
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On the Spring 2016 New 
York State test, Catholic 
schools outperformed 
New York State and 
New York City schools in 
English Language Arts 
(grades 3,4,6, & 8) and 
math (grades 3 & 8).

From 2015 to 2016, 
the percentage of 
students in grades 
3 through 8 meeting or 
exceeding proficiency in 
ELA rose +10.1% and in 
math rose +1.3%.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK
MEETING OR EXCEEDING 2016 PROFICIENCY STANDARDS
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Engaging Our High School Students on Pressing National Issues

Last month, the Office of the Superintendent hosted an engaging symposium 
examining the timely topics of diversity, race, immigration, and police-community 
relations through the lens of Catholic social teaching, entitled Diverse America: 
A Catholic Lens. The conference featured over two-hundred Catholic high school 
students from 16 schools across the archdiocese and a panel of academic, 
religious, and civic leaders. This month, each school will send two students from 
the conference to Washington, DC to visit the African American History Museum 
and U.S. Supreme Court to continue their dialogue on these topics.

EXCITING NEW INITIATIVES 
AND PARTNERSHIPS

Social Media Expansion — New Twitter and Instagram Accounts!

Recognizing that social media is an invaluable asset for communicating with 
parents and prospective families, the Office of the Superintendent has expanded 
its social media outreach. While many of our parents follow our Catholic Schools in 
the Archdiocese of New York Facebook page and the @DrTimothyMcNiff twitter 
account, I am pleased to report that we have created a new Instagram and 
Twitter account to showcase the inspiring stories that our excellent Catholic 
schools have to tell.

Instagram: @nycatholicschools

Twitter: @ArchNY_Schools

Please follow these accounts for important updates on  
our schools!  

Partnering with Major Networks to 
Revamp our “News & Views” Program 

One of our most treasured educational 
programs is our “News and Views” 
student journalism competition, which 
culminates with the annual Eddy 
Awards held at the archdiocese’s 
Instructional Television (ITV) Studio in 
Yonkers. Teams of students from the 
elementary to high school level spend 
several months writing, directing and 
editing their own news segments which 
are filmed at ITV and broadcast to over 
100 schools across the archdiocese. 
The students are invited to a ceremony 
in May where a panel of broadcast 
journalists presents the Eddy Award to 
the best team in each category.

This year, the Office of the 
Superintendent partnered with one 
of “News and Views” most ardent 
supporters and one of our very own 
Catholic school parents: WCBS New 
York’s lead weather anchor Lonnie 
Quinn! In an effort to encourage more 
students to participate in the “News 
and Views” program, Lonnie and 
several of his fellow news anchors 
filmed a fantastic promotional video 
for us to circulate throughout our 
school system.










