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PREPAREDNESS 

Students should come to class with their books, a notebook, and a writing utensil.  Students may share a 

folder with another subject, but it is extremely helpful for them to save all returned work, as this helps 

them to review for quizzes and tests.  As some grades use the same book for two years, it helps when 

books are covered! 

 

GRADING 

Grading is calculated according to the policies set forth by the Archdiocese of New York.   

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework should be completed in a timely manner.  After one day, late homework will be deducted 10 

points.  After two days, it will be deducted 20 points.  The third day is the last chance to turn in 

homework for a passing grade.  Students who are absent will be allowed an extra day to make up work. 

 

QUIZZES and TESTS 

Grades 5 through 8 will be given mid-term and final exams in Spanish. 

 

PROJECTS and PORTFOLIOS 

Every marking period, students will work on at least one project.  Projects are designed to promote 

vocabulary building, geography, cultural awareness, and enjoyment of the Spanish language.  Grading 

will be based on: neatness (legible handwriting, no smudges, rips or tears);  accuracy of spelling and 

grammar;  task completion as stated in the Projects and Portfolios handout;  and creativity/effort.  

Materials will be provided and all work done in class.   

 

 

SPANISH CURRICULUM 

 

Phase One:  Enrichment  

 “Max and Max” series 

 



Objectives 

 Exposure to Spanish language, cultures 

 Enjoyment as incentive to learning 

 Memorization for future reference 

 

 Songs 

 Vocabulary (e.g., numbers, colors) 

 Cultural celebrations 

 

 

Phase Two:  Vocabulary and Grammar, Grades 5, 6 and 7 

 Spanish Is Fun Book 1 (AMSCO) 

 

Objectives 

 Fundamental grammatical skills 

 Beginning Spanish literacy 

 Vocabulary enhancement 

 Cultural enrichment and appreciation 

 

 Vocabulary sets, including  

 family, classroom, food, professions, clothing  

 months, days, dates in format, holidays, seasons 

 numbers (all) 

 adjectives 

 Definite, indefinite articles 

 Forming plurals of nouns, articles, adjectives 

 Subject Pronoun Categories 

 Common -AR, -ER, -IR infinitives 

 Regular conjugations in simple present tense 

 Common irregular conjugations in simple present (10) 

 Forming negatives and questions 

 Noun/adjective agreement (gender and number) 

 Personal “a” and contractions 

 Telling time, 24-hr clock 

 “Ser” versus “estar” for “to be” 

 “Saber” versus “conocer” for “to know” 

 Weather expressions with “hacer” 

 Idiomatic expressions with “gustar” 

 Idiomatic expressions with “tener” 

 Direct Object Pronouns 

 Indirect Object Pronouns 

 Possessives 

 

 

Phase Three:  Building Proficiency, Grade 8 

 Spanish Is Fun Book A and Compañeros (AMSCO) 

 Workbook, Spanish Is Fun (AMSCO) 

 



 

Objectives:   

 Ability to speak and write in basic Spanish 

 Mastery of grammar in present tense 

 Solid grasp of vocabulary 

 Aiming for cultural competence in the Hispanic world  

 

New Material: 

 Reflexive Verbs and pronouns 

 Mastery of stem-changing verbs (all categories) 

 Demonstratives 

 Present Progressive tense 

 Recognizing the Preterite and Imperfect tenses 

 Recognizing Commands 

 

All 8
th

 graders are prepared to take Spanish Placement tests for high school.  These tests are 

administered by the schools themselves in May and June.  Students who perform according to the 

standards set by their respective high schools will be placed in Spanish 2 for freshman year. 

 


